DATES OF

INTEREST

e Regular City
Council Meeting
December 10 at
6:00p.m.

®  City Hall will be
closed on Friday
December 25th in
observation of
Christmas

Plummer City News is
published by the City of
Plummer and provided to
customers free of charge.
An electronic version is
available upon request.
Any comments about this
publication can be
addressed to Sara Allen
City Clerk at P.O. Box B,
Plummer, Idaho 83851 or
(208) 686-1641 or by
e-mail at

Sara@ cityofplummer.org

In accordance with
Federal law and U.S.
Department of Agriculture
(USDA) policy, the City of
Plummer is prohibited
from discriminating on the
basis of race, color,
national origin, sex, age,
or disability. To file a
complaint of
discrimination, write
USDA, Director, Office of
Civil Rights, 1400
Independence Avenue
SW, Washington DC
20250-9410 or call
1-800-795-3272 (voice) or
202-720-6382 (TDD).

Plummer Gateway Fire Protection District

Volunteers needed for fire or ems contact the Plummer Gateway Fire Protection District at
208 686 1313.

It’s that time of year again for Toys for Tots. There are forms here at City
Hall as well as the toy donation bin. All toys and forms are due by
December 18th.

Toys for Tots: Covers children in Benewah County, 12 years old and under.
Any donations can be dropped off at City Hall in Plummer, at the Benewah
County Auditors Office, with the undersheriff Tony Ells or with any of the
Volunteers.

Reminder to Business Owners
Southlake Services would like to remind all business owners to please make
sure your dumpster are plowed and cleared out for them to be able to dump
the trash.

Reminder to Residents
Please make sure you garbage cans are on the road side of any snow berms
and that the handle side facing the house. As well as making sure they are
close to the road because the arm on the garbage truck only reaches so far.

Library News

Plummer Public Library will provide curbside only service at least through Dec. 10th. The book drop is open 24/7
for returning items. Please call 208-686-1812 from the parking lot or from home and staff will deliver items to
your vehicle or provide you with the WiFi password. Due to short staffing, hours may be decreased during this

time.

Don't forget the Winter Reading Challenge Bingo Game. Cards & rules are available at the library through
December and need to be returned by Feb. 1st for prizes.

Thank you for your patience. We hope everyone stays safe and healthy for the holidays.




Message from the Mayor

Fiber optic cable is going up around town, and it’s going up at a good clip! It looks
like we’ll make the deadline to satisfy the grant that is funding this project. That’s a
sigh of relief! We had some issues at the beginning, because this is a nationwide
scope project and materials were flying off the shelves, literally. But we’ve gotten that
resolved, have what we need, and excellent contractors performing the work! Kudos
to our city staff, engineers, contractors, the tribe and everyone who is making this
possible. Soon, we will all have access to high-speed internet services.

And it comes at a particularly grievous time, with covid cases on the rise, not only in
our state, but our county as well. If we, as a community, need to fall back because of
this, our students will have the necessary means to remain connected to educational
resources for continuing their studies. It will also support those who may be required
to work from home. Let’s hope it doesn’t come to that.

On another 1ssue, now that the election is over and I know who is and isn’t staying in
office, I am reaching out to try and do something at the legislative level in regard to
doing something about our streets. Current statutes, in my interpretation and that of
our legal counsel, restrict us from using funds from one utility for needs in another,
unless it can be “paid back.” For example, taking surplus funding that may be
available in our electric budget to use to fix streets, as long as the money we used
from electric gets returned to electric. The problem is streets have no way of creating
revenue. Any funding we get from our share of the statewide and county tax base is
small, because we are a small community. I have been “warned” that to try this tactic
is “nearly impossible.” I take note of that, but we still have to do something. Our
streets are still crumbling around us and we have no funding to address it.

The ironic thing is having somebody who is an active adversary of taxes complain to
me about our streets because a pothole knocked their $45,000 pickup out of
alignment. They want nice streets but don’t want to pay their fair share in order to
have those nice streets. Add to that the effort by the good ol’ Idaho GOP to further
reduce taxes and the problem only gets exacerbated. It’s a vicious circle. I’ll get off
my soapbox now.

Phase II of the study of the pole yard is being finalized. Looks like any potential
contamination down there isn’t so bad after all. I’ll share the results when the report is
finalized. Then we can look at development potential for businesses down there. Stay
tuned!

I hope everyone had a safe Thanksgiving weekend. I hope everyone has a Merry
Christmas and a safe and Happy New Year!

I’1l talk to you in 2021!

Mayor William Weems




